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Queensland Water Directorate (qldwater) e-flash
 
Information for Water Industry Managers and Practitioners in the Queensland Water Industry 
(Issue #103 – 17 December 2010)

1. Water Connections Tour 2011

2. Seasons Greetings!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.       Water Connections Tour 2011

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Each year qldwater provides regional and remote councils with face-to-face opportunities to gain valuable technical expertise and advice from water specialists and government representatives through its Regional Water, Sewerage and Treatment Plant Tour.   In 2011, qldwater is excited to announce that we will expand the regional focus on water by holding two water mini conferences concurrently with the treatment plant visits.

The Water Connections Tour 2011 (the combined conferences and treatment plant visits) will focus next year on Western Queensland and we would like to offer the opportunity to participate in the treatment plant site visit to your organisation.  The visits are planned for 9-12 May 2011, with a Water Conference confirmed for Carpentaria on 12 May 2011 and the second Water Conference venue to be announced. Please respond with your interest as soon as possible before Friday 24 December 2010.  

More details about the Water Connections Tour 2011 and water conferences will be available shortly.  The aim of the conference is to increase focus of water issues within the region, provide face-to-face opportunities for water updates and training, network with other industry members and discuss operational highlights and learnings.

How to Get Involved in the Tour

At your request, a team of water experts and representatives from relevant State and Commonwealth agencies will visit your organisation in May 2011.   The visit will consist of a meeting with tour delegates with your council mayor, CEO and water staff to share up-to-date water information and discuss any issues or concerns, as well as a tour of your treatment plan infrastructure.

Who will visit?

Delegates will be confirmed early next year.  Each year we aim to bring a technical water expert, representatives from the Departments of Environment and Resource Management and Infrastructure and Planning, Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ) as well as qldwater’s Chair David Wiskar, CEO, Rob Fearon and Manager Industry Development, Dave Cameron.  This provides an opportunity to discuss your water and wastewater issues with key representatives in your own backyard.

What are the benefits?

Members gain valuable information as well as enjoy the opportunity to have experts on site within their region to focus on local needs and issues.

Members involved in previous visits have said:

· The tour really supports regional and remote local government interests

· It was excellent to have representatives here to appreciate and discuss local  issues and resources and to gain input into how we manage them in the future

· It is an excellent way to gain first hand information on changes to industry and legislation

· qldwater understands that one rule is not always suitable for all councils and visiting us to discuss our individual needs is very beneficial.

Next steps?
To gain from this opportunity, please advise us of your interest in participating by 24 December 2010 to hgold@qldwater.com.au..  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.       Seasons Greetings from qldwater

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Seasons greetings and a big thank you to all members of qldwater for your support and participation over the past year. With all but four local government Water Service Providers, along with Gladstone Area Water Board, Wide Bay Water Corporation, Unitywater and Allconnex Water in SEQ, the membership of qldwater (and the majority of the urban water industry in Queensland) is a diverse group. Cooperation on the Skills Formation Strategy and Training Broker are even broader encompassing the State-owned bulk water entities as well.

The collaborative and participative nature of all Water Service Providers over the past year, despite the changing face of the water sector, strongly demonstrates the developing maturity of our industry. This has been further reflected in the growing partnership with the Department of Environment and Resource Management particularly through the joint MoA among qldwater, DERM and LGAQ. 

None of this would be possible without the support of our members and in particular, the many representatives that dedicate time and effort to high-level strategic groups such as the Technical Reference Group, Strategic Water Group and SFS Industry Leader’s Group along with many other subject-specific specialist forums. Thank you to all of the individuals who have participated in these groups over the past year and also to their employer organisations for providing their time and experience in building a stronger water industry for Queensland’s communities.

As you will have seen in recent e-Flashes, the drivers and pressures on the industry are strong at present and the upcoming year is likely to be a full one. Many of our industry will also be working though the festive season (the water and wastewater keep flowing)! Regardless of whether you are working through or having a break we wish you a safe and trouble-free end-of-year period and a Merry Christmas.

The qldwater Team.

If you have any queries on any of the above please contact qldwater on 07 3252 4701.

qldwater will be closed for the festive season from COB 24 December. We will reopen on Tuesday 4 January 2011

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au 
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